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As I noted in my previous column, the 2010 vintage wines from Barolo are the most complete and compelling 
group of wines that I’ve ever tasted from this region.  Indeed, the vintage produced so many extraordinary 
wines that I was forced to split my recommendations, with the earlier column featuring wines from the villages 
of Novello, Verduno, Castiglione Falletto, and Monforte D’Alba.  Amazing as those wines were, the top 
performers from Serralunga, Barolo and La Morra profiled here were even stronger on average, so feast your 
eyes on the recommendations that follow.

By way of background, all of the wines reviewed below were tasted and scored under strict blind conditions in Alba in May (at 
Nebbiolo Prima, which may well be the world’s finest event for the debut of new releases).  Any reference to the producer that 
you may find within a review was added during the past week, when I expanded my tasting notes into publishable reviews.  
After an initial tasting to determine the top wines presented during each of the five days at Nebbiolo Prima, I then re-taste all 
of them in a different order to assure that they were scored properly--and I do this before I pick up sheets identifying the 
producer of any wine.

You may experience some confusion when looking at the producer name that begins each entry on account of the fact that 
some prefer to lead with a family name, whereas others start with a given name, as is customary in English-speaking 
countries.  Figuring that producers should be allowed to call themselves whatever they wish, I’ve rendered almost every 
producer name exactly as it was designated by the organizers of Nebbiolo Prima.  You’ll find that search engines are perfectly 
capable of leading you to the producer regardless of the order in which the name is rendered, so this is a minor point that I 
note only because some of the producer names look jarringly odd to readers from English speaking countries.

All of these wines will be released into commercial channels soon, if indeed they haven’t already been released.  However, it 
is still too early to determine average pricing for any particular national market like the USA, and prices vary so widely across 
countries that any guessing on my part would do more harm than good.  Wine reviews are ordered from top to bottom by 
score, with alphabetical ordering used for entries concluding with the same scores.  One last thing:  Each entry begins with 
the producer’s name, followed by the village or “comune” from which the grapes were sourced, followed
(within quotation marks) by the vineyard designation or any proprietary name attached to the wine by its producer:
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Virna Borgogno, Barolo, “Cannubi Boschis”:  This wine is an object lesson in the greatness of the 2010 vintage.  The 
growing season seems to have been particularly outstanding in the villages of Serralunga and Barolo, and this wickedly good 
bottling from the cru of Cannubi Boschis shows fabulously expressive aromas with suggestions of leather, spices, incense and 
wild mushrooms.  The flavors are equally engaging, with fruity and savory notes that are perfectly symmetrical.  Instructural 
terms, there’s no astringency, no heat and no harshness…just an incredibly smooth ride, though the wine certainly does not lack 
grip. 

Brilliant.  97

Virna Borgogno, Barolo, “Sarmassa”:  An exceedingly intricate wine, this shows wonderfully expressive aromas and flavors 
of spices, woodsmoke and saddle leather, with terrific balance between these savory accents and a core of ripe fruit.  Even the 
fruit element in the wine is complex, in the sense that it shows pure facets as well as a very slight stewed character.  

Beautiful.  96
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Virna Borgogno, Del Comune di Barolo:  Virna Borgogno has been working very close to the peak of the Barolo quality 
pyramid in recent vintages, so it comes as only a slight surprise that even the straight village wine from 2010 shows such 
striking excellence.  The aromas are floral, balsamic and leathery as well as fruity, and the fruit shows both red and black tones.  
The tannins are very abundant but also quite fine-grained, so this will likely be enjoyable fairly soon but also last for a decade.  
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